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INSTRUCTIONS:  

Answer question 1 and any other 2 questions 

 

QUESTION ONE  

a) Define the term sociolinguistics.             (3 marks) 

b) Differentiate between language shift and language death in sociolinguistics.      (6 marks) 

c) Briefly discuss the following sociolinguistics concepts:  

Sociolinguistics competence             (3 marks) 

Pidgin and creole              (4 marks) 

Dialect and idiolect              (4 marks) 

 

SECTION B. TOTAL MARKS FOR THIS SECTION IS 40. 

ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION. 

 

QUESTION TWO  

a) Briefly define the term register in sociolinguistics and provide any two examples.  

(5 marks) 

b) Outline any three approaches to a sociolinguistics study and mention some of the 

proponents.              (15 marks) 

 

QUESTION THREE 

a) Briefly describe the concept of language planning.           (4 marks) 

b) What are the four typical ideologies motivating language planning?         (4 marks) 

c) Discuss the three types of corpus planning of language.         (12 marks) 

 

QUESTION FOUR 

a) Differentiate code mixing and code switching.           (6 marks) 

b) How do these codes add value to speech? Mention five ways.          (5 marks) 

c) Explain any two types of code switching.            (9 marks) 
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QUESTION FIVE 

a) Briefly explain language change in sociolinguistics.            (4 marks) 

b) Mention any four likely causes of language change.           (4 marks) 

c) Describe any four ways in which language change occurs.        (12 marks) 

QUESTION SIX 

a) Discuss any four causes of language shift.            (8 marks) 

b) Describe how language shift can lead to language death.          (4 marks) 

c) Referring to examples of mediated languages, discuss any four factors that influence 

language maintenance.               (8 marks) 

 


